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- would have drawn kudos. But because her mother 
■'Supported the family through public assistance, the 
-teen-ager’s frugahty drew a stiff penalty from the Con- 
;;necticut commissioner of income maintenance. The 
family had violated the federal AFDC eligibihty rules 
;lhat limits their assets to $1,000, which would include 
;;Jhe totality of property such as automobiles and chil- 
-)jren’s bank accounts. 

Not only was Mrs. Mercado ordered to repay the 
$9,342 in benefits she received between Aug. 1, 1988, 
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Best evidence Sj 

W ith the press conference Monday by two 
retired naval doctors who perform^ the 
autopsy on the corpse of President John E 
Kennedy, the nation was plunged once 
more into the grisly details of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion and the even grislier arcana of the controversy 
about a supposed assassination conspiracy. But if the 
two doctors are right, their information may have 
brought us a bit closer to terminating the debate for 
good. 

; There are two main problems with the “lone gun- 
man” theory endorsed by the Warren Commission. 
One is the highly peculiar coincidence that the alleged 
assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was himself murdered 
by Jack Ruby 48 hours after he supposedly shot Ken- 
nedy. Oswald’s murder, conspiracy theorists often ar- 
gue, was intended to silence and then frame the only 
man who could have explained the president’s murder. 
The problem with that theory is that Ruby would have 
had to be part of the conspiracy, and we know that it 
was in fact a coincidence that Ruby happened to be in 
the police garage when police escorted Oswald 
through, giving him the chance to shoot 

The other problem arises from the two bullets that 
entered Kennedy’s body. The Warren Commission held 
that he was shot twice by separate bullets, both from 
the same gun. One bullet, which passed through his 
neck, managed to strike Gov. John Connally, who was 
sitting in the front seat of the presidential limousine. 
Critics claim that no bullet could have behaved in this 
way without fragmenting. Moreover, film of the assas- 
sination shows that Kennedy’s head jerked back when 
he was shot by bullet No. 2, indicating that he was shot 
from the front by another gunman. 

Dr. James J. Humes and Dr. J. Thornton Boswell, 
retired naval officers, worked on Kennedy’s body at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital the night he was shot Con- 
spiracy theorists have long muttered about the sinister 
goings-on at the autopsy — that it wasn’t Kennedy’s 
body, that evidence was fabricated and falsified to 
conceal a conspiracy. But both doctors, whose inter- 
views will appear in the Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association, affirm that this is nonsense. 

Dr. Humes was in charge of the autopsy. He says it 
certainly was Kennedy upon whom he operated. He 
also says that his main finding was that the damage 
done to Kennedy’s head could have resulted only from 
a single bullet entering from the rear and exiting from 
the front. Markings on the inside and outside of the 
skull were consistent with that hypothesis. And, he 


toward self-sufficiency, yet humiliates them for not 
moving on. It’s the same system whose pohcies have 
encouraged broken families and discouraged fathers 
from facing their responsibilities in the care and feed- 
ing of their offspring. 

If Congress wants to return welfare to the “tem- 
porary” public assistance it was meant to be, it should 
eliminate the perverse policies that penalize poor peo- 
ple when they have the enterprise to exercise personal 
initiative and responsibUity. 


says, “This is always the pattern of a through-and- 
through wound of the cranium. . . . This is a law of 
physics and it is foolproof — absolutely, unequivocially 
and without question.” 

As for the jerking of Kennedy’s head in the Zap- 
ruder film, this was due, says Dr. Humes, to the “jet 
propulsion effect” caused by brain tissue exploding 
from the exit wound. The bullet that hit Kenney and 
also Mr. Connally also entered from the rear, and its 
exit wound was obscured by a tracheotomy performed 
at the Dallas hospital where other doctors had tried to 
save the president’s life. In other words, the medical 
evidence from the autopsy, according to the doctors 
who performed it, is consistent with the conclusion that 
Kennedy was slain by a lone gunman firing from be- 
hind, which is where Oswald was located. 

Of course, this doesn’t satisfy the conspiracy buffs, 
many of whom make a pretty good hving at their 
profession of casting doubt on the Warren Commission 
and grasping at any whip with which to beat it. Harold 
Weisberg, author of several books on the Kennedy 
assassination, discounted the doctors’ evidence. He 
questions whether, as The Washington Post reported, 
“a fuU-jacketed military bullet such as those fired from 
the Ifexas School Book Depository in Dallas” could 
have left the kind of fragments Drs. Hume and Boswell 
said they found by X-rays of Kennedy’s head during 
the autopsy. 

How, we’d like to know, does Mr. Weisberg know 
what kind of bullet was fired? Most conspiracy theor- 
ies reject the view that Oswald fired the bullets, that 
the assassins used Oswald’s Mannhcher-Cttocano rifle 
found in the Book Depository.or that the shell casings 
found there were those of the fatal bullets. If these 
weapons were not the ones used, how come Mr. Weis- 
berg can be so sure about how fte real bullets would 
have behaved? In order to discount the doctors’ evi- 
dence, he has to assume a key part of the Warren 
Commission’s argument, that the shell casings found 
were those of the bullets that struck Kennedy. 

Conspiracy theorists are not likely to be deterred by 
evidence. Nevertheless, what Dr. Hume and Dr. Bos- 
well had to say filled in more real blanks than the 
conspiracy mavens want to fill, and their evidence is 
welcome as a serious contribution to historical knowl- 
edge. 

■ Rep. Esteban Tbrres: A recent editorial on legis- 
lation related to the Federal Reserve misidentified 
Rep. Esteban Ibrres, the chairman of a House banking 
subcommittee. The Times regrets the error 
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